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In the SEXATE yesterday, on the Telageaph bill,
s long diseussion took place, but no dofinite aclion
was bhad.

In the House Mr. OrR reported a bill more ef-
fectually to enforce the attendance aud answers of
wituossos, mukivg them liable to inprisonweut and
fines. During a gpirited discussivn to which this

us rise the Assiatant Sergeant-at-Arms bronght

r. Simouton before the bar of the House, and in
reply to a question from the Speaker ns to what he
lus] to suy why further action should not be tuken

agninst him,

Mr, BMOXTON snid he was prepared to muke a
ppecch, and spoke for more thau half an hour in
ﬁlﬁ fiontion of Lis refuesl to suswer what two

embera of the House hud approsched him with
corrupt &mposiliuu«. Ho devied the power of the
Houss to proceed nguiust bim in this particular
case, and goncluded by nsking to be hrara by coun-

sel.

VYarious propositions were made ren{wcling him.,
One, by Mr. OrR, was adopted for the Sergeant-
at-Arma to keep him in close coufivement till be
purge himself of contempt.

The lm«e«lingn extended over five hours,  Ad-

Jewrne
———— . ———

The Tax Levy, vetoed by Mayor Wood, wa
brought forward sgain last night by the Fiuaoce
Committee of the Board of Aldermen, with the
Centrsl Park sppropriation restored.  The smoun
to be raired by tax in 1557 wes ea'imated by the
Controller at 7,006,547, To this the Tosjoriy o
the Finsnoe Committee of the late board added
$102,000. The Board, however, struck out the
200,000 for the Central Park and other items,
renohing nearly $50,000 more. The Fioance Com-
mittee of the present Buard sdded the Central
Purk sad other figures, so as to make the total
#7,067,066.  This report the Bosrd took up by
items, and added here and there until the Tax Lavy
for 1R5T now reaches the msgmficent eww of
$7 RI3,855, If the Aldermen do as well as the
wiber Board, the figures will go up to $5.500,000,

—_———

This morning we print the full particulars of the
Tosa of the brig Eme'ine, near the Ocean House,
during the gale on Suoday last. Not a maa sar-
wived to tell the tale. The narrative is pracipally
derived from an eye-witness of the calamiry.

e

There was & smaller number of beef cattle in
warket yesterdsy thau upon any market day for
several previous years: notwithstanding which the
dealers found it extremely difficult to eell whatthey
bed on hand at an advauce equal to ball 8 cent a
pound for the meut above the rates of the previous
wick, DButohers are weary of buyng at prices
more than equivalent to 11 cents a pound for first
quality of beef.

Our Legislature bas hardly yet commenced the
Business of the Session, yet already we perceive
evidenoos of a disposition existing in some quarters
$0 inorease the expenses of the Governwent.  Prop-
ositions looking to an incresse in the sumber nod
$ho emoluments of our Supreme Coirt Judges, to
the erecticn of pew edifiva fur the accomwodation
or extersion of our P'ublie Ctiarities, to inereasing
the salatios of certain State Offivers, to addiivual
Btate sid to Cinloges, &e., &e., have already been
presented or influentially suggested. We enter our
ew phatic protest against the favorable consideration
at this time of avy of them.

For—Gentlemen of the Logislature, and especial-
1y of the responsible majority thereiu—mavy things
cau whait, but one thing eannoet, and that is tLe eo.n-
pletion of our State Canuz. Borrow more moaey
you capnot, nOT can you, as trustecs of the public
interests, permit 8 property worth at least Forty
Millions to remam unfiuished and bat parnaby
available for the want of an additional outlay of
Two snd & Half Millions,  Five Millns of I iliacs,
our State functionaries of dwerso parties seea to
agree, will finish the State Works, sud of this sum
we have just borrowed the last Mullion suthorizad
by the Constitution aud have on hand wu sdditioaal
M luen and & Half of realized Premiums ou the Niae

iliions borrowed. Two Millivms and & Half thes,
1emain to be ravsed; and, for these, taxatior is the
wuly resource. You can, f you choose, make t
(or even thoee) bites of thic nal very p ditahle

clerry; but there fn Iittle vom et an va. ar
way would be to mpase & gpee sl Ta sl Tax
erleot tacxt Winter and tae he jo fatxtied
forever. Jo our shew, von, gentlemea. will evine
cowardlee ard ase fishd ervgnnd of 1he S04 0TS W

beug if Jyru il Lot provite efli ¢lrely torthe ubae-

o gu'p or spread over two or three years, will be
vehemently depovnsed and stigmstzed. Every-
bedy will feel it; ouly a part will reslize its noces-
sity ard sound poliey. Ignoranse will foel only
that its public burdens are doubled, while partisan
knavery will whisper that this is but & natural con-
sequinee of Republiean sscendency in the State
councds, The burden is to be borne now; the
benefits to be realized hereafter. The tax will be
felt us & shock everywhere; but especially in those
counties which the capals have popularly though
mistakenly been held 1o injure rather thao benefit,
it will prove u serious trial of political integrity and
fidelity to convietion.

We pray you, therefore, Messrs. Legislators, not
to incrense apy salary whatever, not to create one
new office, nor add in any way to the charges upon
the State Treasury, but on the otber hand, to re-
trench and curtal wherever that shall be possible.
If ang office can be abolished, if any salary will bear
cuttivg down without prejudice to the public inter.
est, do not besitate to apply the pruning-knife; see
if you esunot intermit some part of the Printing
which forms so large sn item in the Annual Ex-
penditures; sand sternly resist every project fomy
depletiog the Treusury for local or personal ends.
Do pot let it be said, with even a show of juatics,
that you have doubled poor men's taxes in order to
pay Judges 5,000 per annum, nor avything like
this. When the Canals shall have been completed,
exd +hall be returning money to the State instead of
callig on the tax-payers for belp, it may do to
think of increasing expenditures, but not till then.

e S S ——

An sdvertisement published in Tue TRIBUNE of
yesterduy mornivg illustrates, if we may use the
word in connection with such deeds of darkness,
the fearful insecurity of life in New-York, of which
we heretofore bad sad occasion to speak. Erstus
L. De Forest csmef to thia ity on the 13th inst.
on his way to Havaoa. On the J4th inst., at about
1 o'clock in the afternoon, he drew a aum of monay
from the American Exchange Bank, and since that
time he bas not been seen or beard of. His bag-
gage still remaing at the Maotropolitan Hotel, and
his friends fear that be has been murdered. Now,
it in possible that he may be still living, and that
bis absence may be hereafter satisfactorily accounted
for. But then it mwust be confeased that the prob-
abilitivs are all the other way. What are the facta!
He had 500 in cash and s gold wateh on bis per-
sop, and it was expected that he would go to South
Brocklyn op the eveuing of the day of his disap-
pesrance. Considering that the garrote robbera
are prowling np and down cur thoroughfares; con-
sidering that they have shown au entire willingness
to keock down and balf murder & man for the small
sum, we believe, in one instance, of twenty-four
whiliir ge, why ehould it be thought impossible that
they Luve, far the sake of 8500 and a gold wateh,
and remembering that dead men tell uo tales, and
pever come into court to bear witness sgainst their
murdercrs, made surer work, immolated their
vietim, and flung his body into o neighboring dock !
There are a pleuty of different ways by which this
geotlemau might have been disposed of; he might
have®heen strangled, or stabbed, or shot, or
stunped, or slungshotted, or bonnoted, or hocussad.
We have no lack of professors of these gentle arts,
these soft, persunsive methods of appropriation in
this city; many graduates in the uew school of
felony—skillful practitoners—who will, with great
dexterity, spare their victim the pain of conscious-
Iy parting with his property, snd who will alleviate
ln}crny by wurder. We have a pleaty of demoral-
ized Bill Suykses who have fallea from the high
estate of burglary to the low practice of street gar-
roting; & pleoty of Tom Kiogs aud Turpins aud
Jerry Abershous who lurk in the shadsw of the
wall, and, instead of boldly bidding their prey to
stand sud deliver, meditate ambuscades and sssnssi-
uatione, and agaiost them the police seem to be
powerless.  Such being the state of affairs, we say
that in New-York, when a man is wissiog, it is
probable that he has been murdered, and the proba-
bility must continue until he makes his appearance,
&0 that his friends do perfeet!y right when they ad-
vertive for Lis remains,

What a precieus reputation is this for 8 Christisn
city, and for the leading city of & contivent to
scquite 1 What inducewents do we hold out for
tmiid, or even for prudent, gentlemen to visit us!
How comfortable must it be for the loved ones at
hotwe, to know that in addition to the seductions of
the grog-shop and the gaming den, we have added
e plysical dauger of ssaassination, snd that fatLers
and brotbers way pot merely return winus their
pocket-books and worals, bul way nob returi at
al! Wedo oot know how long the respects e
people of New-York intead to subuwit to this cou-
dition of sffsirs, but we do know that they eauaot
wholly escape the responsibility of the disgrace.
Wedo not suppose that the bad outuuwmber the
good even here; but we permit the bad to rule the
good—to drive themn from the polls—to take pos-
session of the Government, and to fi'l thousands of
howes with pameless terrors and apprebeusions,
All this is intolerable and will not much longer be
endured; or, it it wust be endured, let us, in the
vame of cousistency, pull down our churches, and
our libraries, sud our school-houses, since they are
but the forms and shows of an unsubstantial civili.
zation! We must make liie ssfe in New-York or
congent to be considéred from Portlaud to Galves-
ton, or from Philadelphia to Oregon, a place to be
shunted not merely by the wise but the prudeat.
W Il nut our suthorities fur a while give « liztlo at.
fention to these (hings ! If not, we must be resdy
to bid farewell not merviy to reputation and re
speciability, but to wealth, to power, and to the
great relative iufluenee which we bave herelofore
enjoyed.

e —

The recent severe wentlier has been peculiarly
tryig to Railrcuds.  Iulepse frost weakens the
tenscity of iron; brdges as well as rails lose
their ¢'asticty under its influence and become
tritt'e s glass; rails covered wiih beaten snow
ond solid ice afford no hold for rapidly revoly-
wg wheels; tires fly ke bamwered icicles and
Lubs are brukeo like crockery. We doubt (hat auy
railread io America pays ite resl running expanses
while the mereury i Fabreheit's thermoweter is
below or bat little above zero; whi'e on many the
pecideuts of the wsalves absorh wore bhan the entire
teceip's.  Tbe Erie an) the Harlem hase been
erpectally un fortunate during the last month, hut
1early every road i America has boen runwog at a
pesitive lose sinee the It of December,

In vur judgzment, the Winter massgemest of cur
mailronds i radioa'ty wromg, Take toe Eiie, for
v osaoples Tt is pow rusming three exoress trains
vadv ont of th's eity, and we presame an eqial
soprher into it Ihes any one believe that ipe

psve! fusl feg stch wn expense’  Inenr jadg et

bose trains wen'l pet pay ther Wy, eccu ol taere

Sumrmer time, when the (hing is just impossible.
If twenty-five miles per bour is maximum spead io
June—sa we think it is—then fifteen miles per hour
is 8!l that should be attampted in Japusary. We
speak with reference to the Erie Road, which en-
counters great difficulties in grades and curves; but
the prirciple is of general spplication, No train
ehou'd ever be run over smowy sad solidly frozen
ground at & bigher rate of speed than twenty miles
per bour, even on the smoothest plane or prairie.
The sttempt to maintain Summer rates of speed in
wenther intensely cold s at once perilons, destrue-
tive aud fulile, Not oue train in every dozen runs
on time; counections are habituslly missed, and
disasters incorred in endeavoring to make them;
and iwo-thirds of the travelers actually lose time
which would be saved if the schedule speed were &
fourth less than it is.

These strietures may be too late for use this sea-
son; but we entreat Railroad managers to remem-
ber and beed them.  Let next December open 00
all the roads with fewer pnsssge trains and time-
teblea graduated to the exigencies snd poseibilities
of Winter; snd let these regulations hold sway till
the 1st of April.

——

The London Times not long since suzgested, by
way of demper to the idea of the introduction of
cotton eultivation into Africa, that if the cultiva-
tion succeeded it could only be by the African
chiefs forcing their subjects to labor at it for their
own benefit, and that nothing would be gained in a
philanthropical point of view by substituting slave
cotton cultivation in Afries for the benefit of Afri-
ean chiefs in the place of slave cultivation in the
Uvited States fur the benefit of Carolina planters,
These remarks on the part of The Times have drawn
out # letter addressed to that journal by David
Livingston, the renowned Afriean traveler, distin-
guished for his recent dissoreries in the more south-
ern part of that continent. This letter, though
rather rambliog apd discursive—aa is nataral, per-
hape, to such a traveler as the writer has been—
containg, however, a good deal of information. We
gather from it the following facts:

Dr. Liviogston does not thiok that the constitu-
tion of Afiican society is such as, in the case of
the introduction into Africa of profitable branches
of industry, whether cotton.growiog or anything
else, to put it in the power of the chiefs to con-
vert themselves into elaveholders and their people
into slaves laboring for their bepefit. The guvern-
ment of most of the African tribes is patriarchal,
each man becoming the head or chief of his own
family and their dependants. Above these patri-
archal chiefs are others, known in the African dis-
lects as ‘‘little lords,” whose suthority extends
over several families, and to whose sssistanoce, in
case of any difficulty in managing their dependants,
the family chiefs appeal. Above these is o head
chief, baving bis cattle-pen and family dwelling in
the center of the tiwn, before whom are brought
the cases of difference between families. In all
cases of 1wportance, the chiel seads for all his
“Jittle lords "'—geperally bis relations by bload or
marrisge—who give their opinions freely. If the
chief is a man of energy, he decidea aceording to
his own idess—otherwise be is governed by the
wajority; but m very few cases does he act in op-
positivn to a decided publie opinion. Even oneortwo
firm opponents will make him hesitate and waver,
or perhaps bave recourse to dice or divination. These
rewarks apply particularly to the country south of
18° south Istitude. In the country of the true
uegro, whick liew north of that point, the political
relations are geperslly the same, though somewhat
modified by female influence, But the genersl
relations of cne tribe to another were the samein sl
purts of the country that came under Dr. Liviog.
ston's observaticn, Ouve tribe is perfectly inde-
peadent of every other, except by a sort of tradi-
tional bond of nominal subjectiva to 8 paramouat
chief, which becomes develuped in case of invasion
or common danger. Among the negroes north of
15 this system of paramount chiefs prevails in
somew hat greater force than in Caffreland, though
even wilh them it is much morein nawe thun in
substance,

But the chiefs, though nearly isdependent of each
other, are by no menns independent of their people.
If & wan is diesatisfied with one chief, he can easily
trans fer himself to anotber; and as s chief's impor-
tance increases with the number of his fullowers,
fugitives are always received with open arms.  Dr,
Liviogston kuew of one instsuce, the parties to
which be namee, in which & chief sold some of his
people; the consequence of which was that whole
villsges renounced his authority and joiued them.
selves to a peighboring coufederacy. In most parts
of the country the facilities of escape are so great
that the slave system would not work, even though
it were desirable to establish it,

But in poiut of fact the reml productive industry
of the country is carried on by free laborers, and
unly requires the impulse of roads to be greatly ex.
tended. The 30,000 skins seut annually to the
Cspe, whenee mapy of them find their way to China
to purchase tea, are collected by the Bushmen and
Bukulubaori, the most free snd independent persons
in the country. Very large amounts of ivory,
beeswsx and palm snd sweet oil are exported from
Loando, almost the whole produced by perfectly
free Inbor, axd had the evuntry rosds, the export
would be increased a bundred fold. These articles
cou be obtained at a very cheap rate in the interior,
and the negroes all bave a great preelivity to traffie,
Fonwerly the traders went in'and, snd, along
with beeswax, ivory, &e., purchasel slaves suffi-
c'ent to carry their merchandise to the coast, where
both the goods and the'r carriers were sold.  Since
the repression of the sleve-trade free carriers hiave
been substituted, whom the Government of Angols
requires to render their services at a fized rate,
Argola containe a population of 600,000, and enly
from 30,0440 to 40,000 are slaves. From all these
{acts, our African traveler is of opiuion, first, that
the African chicfs have no power to redues their
subjects to the condition of plactation laborers;
aud, second'y, that slavery is by no means necessa
1y to the development of African industry, whether
in cotton cultivation or otberwise,

Dr. Livingston states that he earriad with him to
Afriea the iden picked up from the Parliameatary
debates and elsewlhers that the attempt st the aqp.
pression of the African slave trade was a failure,
aad that the crwsers by iveeasing the hoerors of
the middle pacssge d'd more harm than good.
tiis obse rvations 1 Africs have led him to a dif-
ferent conelusion, In Angola he found the time
+f the slave-trade spoken of in the past tense.  He
saw slaves sold for twelve shillings a bead withia o
hurdred mi e of t*e cogst, wha wonld formerly

tinre eon nanded seveity Collarsy  and be trave'ad
«ith rom prt iea ol o'mige (oh ,.-’__ Weltiel ) Lot
brong bt from the pterior Poward the enast, bt

carrd i m A g'n luto the interior to be bartered

risking their movey in it.

As to the cultivation of cotton in Africs, it is
prodused thers already, though of a short stapie
sud inferior quality. In Lozeogn, a district
of Angels, twelve bundred clothks, esch six
fect long by three broad, is the sunusl trib-
ute of the free population to the Goveramaat.
Caffre lsbor can be bad st Natal at 7s. 6d. &
menth; but even if it were necessary to supply
cooly labor for the cultivation of African cetton,
the exsmple of the little island of Mauntius, whieh
lies off the East African coast, shows how much
can be done by enterprise and capital without re-
sorting to slave labor or trampling on the rights or
bappioess of soybody, That listle island is but
thirty-five miles long by twenty-five broad. Ttina
great pices of voleanie rock, with so Jittle soil that
the bow!ders which eover it have to be placed in
rows of stoce walls in order to get spsce for the
sugar-cate. The boles are made for the cane be-
tween the rows of stone, a little gnano being added,
withcut which, or some other manure, there would
be no sugsr. After a season of cultivation, $o give
the land time to rest, the stones must be moved,
and the places which they had eoversd planted
with sugar, The lsbor employed is mainly bronght
from Indis. The population of the island is two
hundred thousand, entirely free. The Hindoo por-
tion of them—bappy, and comparatively deliversd
from the ivfluence of caste—feel morw friendly to
Christiavity and civilization, atd in that State of
mind often return home to spend the rest of their
duys in ease and quiet, Thus, withont resotting to
the stimulus of slavery, is produced, by the con-
joint operation of eapital, enterprise and wages-
paid lsbor, & fourth part of the entire sugar con-
sumption of Great Britain, With this snocesaful
experiment in kis eye, Dr. Livingaton is not o
cure of the impossibility of supplying England with
sotton, the joint production of British enterprise
and capital and African free Iabor,

THE LATEST NEWS,
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FROM WASHINGTON.
Bpecisl Dispateh to The M. Y. Tribuae.
WasunaToN, Wednesday, Jan. 21, 1557,

The House to-day epgrossed nearly the whole
sitting of five hours with Mr. Simonton's case of
contumacy. It first ssserted jurisdiction, and
then proceeded to consider what course should be
sdopted. When the elephant bad bren caged,
there was a discussion ¢f various propositions sub-
mitted on this point. Humphrey Marshall sug-
gested, na the true and dignified course, that the
Bpeaker should propound the interrogatory pro-
posed by the Committee, and Mr, Simontos shonld
be required to 'apswer in writing under oath; but,
at the suggestion of others, he was alliwed to
ruply orally and in his own way. Il effort was
directed to show that the investigation was not
fourded upon the course of The Times, and he dis-
puted the power of the House, under existing laws,
to arrest and detain him. The first proposition
has been sufficiently discussed. Although three
members did disparage the publication, the inquiry
originated in specific eharges made by Lim and the
editor, Mr. Kelsey so stated in bringing the sub-
ject to the notice of the House, and Mr. Paine vnly
confirmed by his personal knowledgs what had
been asserted. Mr. Paine’s confirmation in no way
reliesed the first responsbility, but it fortfied the
nceusation, Io regard to the second point, Mr,
Simonton did not succeed as well as he might have
dove if the proper eounsel had been employed to
discuss the nuthority of the House. He erredfin
sppearing for himeelf, a8 men often do whea finding
elients in themselves, The real point in this case
is siwply this: Mr. Simounton charged publicly that
corrupt combinations had been formd on the Mia-
pesots and other bills. 'When examined before the
Committee, be admitted having been approsched
by two Members of Congress directly, and indi-
rectly by others, for the purpose of asting as a go-
between in negotinting the aale of their votes, and
being required to Jisclose the nsmes of the mem-
verv, b fulls back upon the eonfidence reposed in
bim. It appears to me that this purpose should
bave been considered before the criminating publi-
eation was made. Confidence bas not two aspects,
The patriotie reason which led to publie warniog
shou'd not seruple at exposure when demanded by
bigh consideratious. lo delivering his speech, Mr.
Simonton sppeared with the confident air of one
vot surprised in his situstion, and who expettad to
encounter such an ordeal. s manner was good
snd assured, but balf the speech would have lett o
better impression. Before leaving the House in
custody, be gave the Seargeant-at-Arms notice of
sction for false imprisonment. Of course, he will
remain until the 4th of March, and then be dis-
charged. This will end it, o far as be is coun-
cerned. Otber testimony may reveal what has
thus far been concealed, and the moral conviction
will pot be relieved as to the several membars yet
shrouded, The bill reported by the Invesiigating
Committes to compel testimony in such cases,
gives one montk and one year, and one hundred
snd cpe thousand dollars, as the extreme penalties
for refusig. It bas gone to the Judiciary Com-
wittee for eousideration.

The Ways and Means Committee will réquire the
vo'e on the Tariff before the sppropristions are
granted, so some dodges contemplated will not be
permitted.

The President will fill existing vacancies in the
Navy from the regular aetive list, and bis nomina.
t:ons may be soon expected. The retired men will
bave to take their chances hereafter.

If Mr. Buchansn sttemp's to put aoy disunion-
ista into his Cabinet, he may expect thoroagh nppo-
siticn in the Menate, and his Administration may
1ot atart aa soon or ymoathly as expected.

XXXIVre CONGRESS,
SECOND SESSION.

SENATE.....Wasssarox, Jan, 11, 1857,

Mr. JAMES 8. GREEN, eleeted Seustor for Mis.

sour in the place of Mr. Atchison, appewed and was
unlitied.
"Mr, SEWARD presented a pelltion from the Geo
grephical Seciety of the Oty of New York, protesting
s:ainst the conage of three-dollar and thre: cent
poeces, and prayivy that toue but decimal coius may be
wseged from the Mipt, Referred to the Cownmit:ce on
viTADCE,

1Le submarive Telegraph bill was taken up,

Mz HUNTER thought the bill riqnired som= ainend-
wont, ge it left the whols matter a® the disereion of the
Frewdent.  He was i favor of WSerting sole |-
tiow in the bill, as ke Jeasd the Ugited States mizhe g
teyond what was originally designed unless thfy pre-
cantion were taken,

Mr. CULLAMER replicd: Thero was this lia

silcr—thet this Governteant slould afford thes Com-
vary ro rore =id than wea efforded hy the British
Liiva b b,

Me HUNTER eontonded thst such a I Teot alroals
by (87 L0 et by & (rivate company,  If tbe Gavern

«uch an immenss outlay. Ali that was now proposed
was thst this Government should put itsell upsu the
same temnr::lsritt-b (iarmmi Sl ikl ot

Mr. BEN N suggestes (W
Jimit this Governmens to the rame aid that tho British
Governmert had already sfforded, but to what they
wight atford in futnre—which was very indefinite.

Mr. SEWARD moved to amend tho bill to ebviate
otjecticns, with the proviso tiat the contract to be
mede by the British Guvernment shali not be different
from that alresdy proposed by that Goverament to the
New Yurk snd New foundlard Telegraph Uompany.

Mr. RUSK thought the guaranty of #70 U per
apuum by this Goversment tor & work of such magni-
tude and iz portance was very moderate. e would
be wilhng 10 vote for $200,000 & year, )

Mr. DOUGLAS trusted that Mr. Sewan!'s amen-
meet would be adopted, as the bill, o its preeent
form, was lisble te the objection of uncertaiuty as to
the ameunt of ¢bligation this Government wonld in-

cur,

Mr. SEW ARD etated that the wire fog this telegraph
wes alresdy made, and the whole eaterprise had nere-
tofore beed conducted and wanaged with American
capital.  On the 4th of July next, the bul pass, there
wiil be a girdle around the world. 1t is pro to
jond vessels belsnging to tre United States Navy, as
the Britibh Government will lond her vessels, Lo lay
down this wire, because thers mre not commercial
marine vessels suitable for that work. If we do oot
make this contract, the Brtich Government will have
priurity of mestages, and we ahiall bave to pay for the
use of the line in sccordance with the contract which
they may make: but if we do make this contract, we
shall stand upon ténus of equality with that Govero-
meot.

Mr. Seward's amendment was adepted.

Mr, HUNTER remarked that both termini of the
liLe were within British dominions, aud he wonld like
to kpow what guaranty we would bave in time of war
thnt we could then Liave use of the line.

Mr SEWARD replied—1t appearad not to have
Leen contemplated b; the British Government, and he
h ped they proce roasonably, that there would over
be & interruption to the amicable relations between tha
two cocntries, Yhben this question first came up, this
ides preecoted itself to his mind, and he suggosed to
the Telegraph Committee that it ought to be the sab
jeet of o treaty between the United Statss and Great
Mritain. He sent to the President and Secretary o
Srate for the purpese of seeing whether the whols
metter cculd net be setthed by trea'y to secure that
obiect: but it was found that it won'd proteact ragoti-
aticns until after the 4th of July, and o this aceeunt
the papers were returned without action being tak«n
thereon, Now the question arose, What should be
dope upon this subject! That the termiol were
both within the British domiciens was true,
and it was equally tue there was ps lur
minus on this cootivent wunless it wera within
the British dominions, and we bave so dowinions on
the other side of the Atlantic. There was no other
route upon which 8 telegraphic wire could be laid
acrossthe novan. Lhis was & distance of seveniecn
bundred miles, and it was not even certainly koown
that 11 ¢ fluid could be transmitted to this distance be-
reath the ocean, Thir was s scientific experiment,
and the Company were prepared to make it 1f we
shall ever go to war with Great Britain, which he
hoped might never bappen, we shonld need to have
both termind in onr poesession, in order to avail our
selves of the telogruph, but his notion waa that when
the telegraphic wire was once Inid there would
be no mere war batween England aod the United

States,

Mr HUNTERshould be glad to think that the mil
Jennium was so near st hand aa the Senator from New-
York eupposed.  For his part he should like to see
some wr--untill guaranty in the bill by which the
Usited States shall have the same advantages in time
of war as the British Government. It seewed ) bim
that the proposition waa for this (Government to con-
tribute largely to s scheme which would give Great
Britaip great superiority iu time of war.

Mr. KUSK replied, we were not making a contract
with Grest Britain but with a private Com . How
could we make a contract to guarantee rights 1o us in
ens6 we should go to war with (ireat Britain?

Mr. HUNTER said the matter could be deferred
until this treaty was , and that was what
oughbt to be done.

ﬁr. RUSK answered that we could cut the wire in
two or three hours [ we should go to war, but it would
be & great weans of preventing war if we should bave
tuch o fine of communication,

Mr. CASS hopad the matter would be provided for
by insertiog in the bill the proviso that no money
shon'd be expended until we receive assurances from
the Briti:h Govermnent that we shall not be cut off in
tie of war,

Mr. Pugh uoffered an amendment that this act shall
pot tnke offect until o treaty has been coocluded and
ratified between the Governments of Great Britain and
the Upited States, whereby such portions of the Britiah
porsessions an command the western termious of said
subwarive teleeraph shall have been subjected to the
principle of nevtialization adopted io the coavention
reintive to Contral America avd rigoed at Washington
in April, 1820, and such other convention supplomen-
tary thereto as may be ratitied bercalter.

Mr. FUGH enia this communicaticn, in time of war,
woitld not cnly be useless to us, but & vast deal of in-
jury, and in time of peace what we progoud to pay
would be more than the dispatcbes would smount to.
Mr. Pugh orgsed crally in support of his amend.
ment, which, he said, if not adopted, would render it
pecessary in case of war to iuvade Newfoundland, and
:,nkr-p pussession of that terminus na a matier of self-

uivnse.,

Mr SEWARD said that if this Government does not
chocse to mnke a contract, it would be vaay for Britain
to advance the whole ameunt and have the eatire con-
trol of the line in war a8 in peace. 1 we make the
cortract, we share the control iu the time of psace sod
pestpune or leseen the chunces of war.

Mr. HALE wae sorry to hear the chanoe of war re-
ferred to in connection with matters of this kind, The
same argument would apply sgaiust making sppropii-
atiops for commercinl purposes, 1f the British chote
to cut off their end of the Suspension Bridge, our end
of it would not be worth wuch |[Laughter]. He did
pot believe that the Creator pul msu oa earth to be
always in a state ¢f war.

Mr. TOOMBS (in his seat) said, war la the natural
etate of man.

Mr. HALE—We are coming to a spiritual state now
[Layghter]. We have lived forty years withou! havieg
war with biritain, aud I believe war not likely to occur
in forty yeats to come. 1 advocate this proposition aa
8 peuCE, IOL & WAT, ILEASUTT,

Mr. BUTLER spoke adversely to the bill

Mr. DOLGLAS Mr. Pugh's smendment,

Mr. TOOMHS regarded the bill as for the benefit of
private individusls rather than Gove: nment,

Mr. TOUCEY tavored the bul, but suggested amend

menla.
Without final action, the Sepats adjonrned.
A==
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

My, ORK, from the Corruption Investigating Com-
mittee, rose to submit 8 report and resolution; also a
bill; raying be meant to sek for their immediate con-
sideration, )

Mr GROW raised the question that such matter

could not now be Introduced this being oneof the daye
specially set apart for the consideration of Territorial
busivese.
Mr. ORR, with a view of relieving Mr. Grow's ap-
prehensions, gnve s his opinion That the matter to
which be wished to eall the attentiva of the Howse
would nut ocrupy the entire day.

The SPEAKER overruled Mr, Grow's poiot and
snbil the Uomm itteg oave o right t report the fact that
obstacles were thrown io tie way o their investigs
tivn and to apply to the House for s remedy.

The report of the Committs & was read, statiog ns fol-
Jows: hat during tue progreess of thelr investigstion
they had summoned as & wiiness James W, Simonton
coresponcent of The New-York Davy Timer, that
simeng others the following question was propuanded to
hin—"You eiale that ceitain Members have ap-

pr ached you and kave desired to know if they ¢ _-ufd
* pot, threugh you, procare money for their votes upon
“eertain bills, Wil you state whko lLese Members
are ) '—aud that the said Simonton made thereto the
followlng response: 1 cannot, without vielation of
* cortide moe, tisn which [ would rathe rsufier soycaiog.,
In rerponse to other questions of similar import, be
said: * Two have made them direct,, end others have
“indicated & desire to ta'k with me upon these aube
¢ ecte, and | have warded it off, not giviog them an
*“opportunity to make an explicit pro ition.” To the
quest on—" What do I underatapd you 1o mean
“ whin you say these commugications wers e
foiect 1™ M. Simonton replied: I mesn that after
“ Lavir zohtaiped oy promire of secresy in regard to
“them, they have said to me that cerisin measures
* perding before Cupgreas vught to pay, thal pasics
+¢ 1y te peste @ in them bind the weate to pay. *hat they
vipdividually teeded money. and that they desired
“ e to wpecitically sIrADgE silers such & way thal
sy the messures passed they chould Teceive pecaciary
W penrstion The Commitiee were mpreesed
with 1he materiality of the teetimony withheld by the
witners, as it ea benced the letter and splrit of the -
quiry directed by the House 1o be made, bot were sug-
inus to pvoid 8y controvorsy with the witness, They
constquintly whived the interrogatory ihat day to
give Lie wates tme for reflection ou the corae-
queress of Bl refoeal, ané to efford bim am nogor
1npits to look into the law and practice of the House
it st b Conte, LOtIYILg him thet he wowd cp sode

the /ny be tecalled, This wea the 134 of

On Tuzedsy, kb inat., the eaid Simestoc

Jangaty,

compel a fsil apd complete responm To that inter.
anlwe gire g

regatory be made the tollowing reply,
in fu'l po injustice may be dons to 21r. Simoatog
in thie report.  He enid:

* Pefore stating the determination to which [
have come on this suhjeet, | desion t) sy tha -
1 d0 pot bere dispute the power of the
mittes, and I have oot Livetofore dndi-g‘b'
avswer that quesiiou upon any sach groend. [ bavy
all respect for the Committee aud the Housa, [ do not
deciipe in order tororeenthemembers, o indtisn
is bssed upon my own cooviclions of duty, Sisee |
was last before the Commitlee iz defaresce to thelr
judgment and wishes, [ have examined the caso of An.
derson versus Dunn, to which they referred we, aad
bave copsidered very fully what 1 ought to do ia view
of that decision, as well as in view of other considers-
tions, The result upon my deliberations apon the syb.
ject bas been to coofirm me in the opinion that what.
ever the penalty I mayhave to saffer, T canaot snwwne
that question. 1 beg the Committes to understand
that have no other motive, whatever, in de-
clininpg but the simple one thal 1 Lave stated
before, that 1 do mot see how [ can amswer
it without a dishonorable breach of coofidence. The
answer to the question ean by no possibility be wup-
poted to retlect discredit on myself, and | presume that
twy statewent of that motive is corrobocated by the
tucte a8 they appear before the Committes. I must i
si*t upen declinieg to answer that question.”

The House will fve that the torsgoing statement
sbows the materiality of the testunony, and the doty of
the Committeo to insist upon its disclosure. [t shows
the settled and deliberate purpwe of the witness te
withbold such testimomy righttully and properly, sad
the absulute neceseity for the House to luterposs, w
prowptitude avd firmness, its authority, (£ it tateaded
tir expose and punsh the corruption which may exisl
amorg its mwmbors by orderag the iovestigation your
Comnnties bave been pursuing. 1t s due to the digaity
and reputation of the Amer Congross to purge
itsolf of such unwortby members, if they have thas
shamelessly prostituted their bigh aud honored posi-
tions to such base purposes. 'l’ha counatry haa a right
to know who have betrayed the trasts contided to them
by their constituents. The honest men of the Houss
should aid by the exercise of all the powers with whick
the{ aro vested to secure the uames of the sappo
gty partics, and therely shield the general repats.
tion of the body, aa well £ their owa cbaracters, from
vujust snd improper imputation and suspicien. The
(vmmittee consider it unnecesanry to ealer inte am
claborate argument to catabiish the power of the Hons
o this case. The summons was issued und-r the hand
of the Speaker aud was attested by the Clork of the
House and the contumacy of witness is 8 contempt of
that authori'y, 1f there is & doubt whether this
authorizes the arrest of a party o coatempt, asd his
confinement votil the contempt i3 purged.  beside the
1ight to inflict other pupishment aftorward, it ssoms to
jour committer that none will question the suthority
of the House when they recur to the Senste. By sa
Act paesad May 3, 1798 authrity ie gi e to the Pres.
ident of the Sebate, the Speaker of the Houss of Rop-
resentatives, & Chairman of the Committes of the
Whole, or & Chairman of & Select Committes
of either Houvse, to admisfster oaths to witneses
case under their examinstion; and willfal,

in an
abeo) apd false awearing befors either is
declared perjury, and is  punishable se such,

Here is express authority to swear witnesses, and falso
swearing is punishable as Tr_int_v. 1s it then wo con-
tempt of the suthority of thia House, aud the Com-
mittoe are acting us snd for the House in this iavesti.
ation, for & witniss to refuse to testify to msterial
?.wu within his knowledge, The Committes conear
unanimously in the opiulon that the Hoase is clothed
with amplo power to order the party into custody,
there to remain until released by the same authority
or apon the expirstion of the present Congress. The
Committee recommend the sdoption of the following
reecintions :
Resolead, That the Spoaker iseus bis warrant, directod to the
Bergeanti-at-Arme, ¢o ug blin to teke lute ecantody the
bu:i of sald Simonton, wherever to be fousd, and the ssme
jorthw i bave before sald House, st toe bar ther o snaweq

fur » cortempt of the authority of this House,
to say any'h
bat it be ﬁ

Mr. ORK not conceiving it pec
in support of the twtr.ll::tl\-l:s my gty
upon ite pasenge.  This b ue, [l roport
from the Committee a bill more effectually to suforee
iliu attendarce of witnesses on the summons of elther
ouse,
h"l‘ho bill waa thon read, and was in substance a4 fol-
L L
Apy person willfully refusing to give testimony or to
produce papers before auy Committes shall be lisble
1o ludictment for misdemeancr, and on conviction pay
a fine of not more than $1,000, nor less than §100, and
be imprigoned in the l‘unmml.iu-{ml wore than ons
ear, uor lees than vne month, No persns thos testl-
iy ng shall be held to answer before any Court of Jus-
tice for auy facts disclosed before the Committos of .
tither Howre.
Mr, MILLSON wished to know whother the lnves.
tigntion had disclosed tho fact that the witness lo gaes-
/ion was the author of the statoments reflecting upon the
Sulrboled

l"“‘ﬂm of mewbers of the Houre, and w
armigned any reason to the Committes for making
general charges, and such 8 general breach of coofi-

deree in the publication of theso allagations, while
socking to r:}g.ﬂ'(t himeell iabmfud.ng to answor the
uestions o “omini'tes, by declaring that by dolng
+0 be would wiehler-mll*m; ’

Mr. ORK repliod that be did not thiok it to
disclose nvy more testimony, roport atated that
the witnees in contempt of the jodgmest of the Come
mittes is the cor mdent of The New- York Times,
and the House woull remember that this investigation
bas ita origin in certain oun! in thst ps-

per.

Mr. KENNETT suggested that the bill be reforrod
to the Committes on Judiciary.

Mr. JONES (Tonn | doubted vory seriously the pow-
er of this House, iu the abeence of aoy law, L deprive
any citizen of his liberty; therefore hio would not vote
for the resolution, aud he would cheerfully and eor-
dially go with tke Commisiee to preseribe paine sud
pennities in cases where witnesees jofuse to obey sum-
wona and et testify,

The resolutivn was adspted —Yeas, 161, Those vot-
ing iu the negative: Burnett (N. Y.}, Benuett (M),
Boeock, Boyce, Bennett, Davidson, Edmundson, Ki-
livtt, Herbert, Jowett, Jones (Tenn.), Keits, Kelly,
Quitman, Walker and Wright (Manss.)

The Hours vow proceeded t cousider the bill re-
ported from the Committee,

Mr. KITCHIE, a pwaber of the Seloct Committes,

posed an t, that nothing in the sot com
tained shall exempt any witnesses from proseoution
aud punishweut for perjury, before the Comumittes 0o
iorger{. hé him of suy matter be may produce.

M. RITCHIE offesed this in defersnce 1 the viows
of gent who bad exy d doubts on the sabject,
athough be did oot believe the bill would exompt wite
pessen for such crimes.

Mr. COBE (Ga ) gavo notive of an amendment, the
object bemg o put beyond doubt the powsr abost
wbich gentiemen differ with regard to the right of the
House to imprison witvesses who refuse to testify of
produce papers before s Committes. The micority of
this Tuuse do not belleve such power exists wi
the passnge of & m'e or law on the subj-ct, and he ie-
tenced to wove that persons thus offeridiog may be im-
six months.

risoved in jull for & period not saveeding
’ The sP!.iKEH u’id the bill pending waa 8 geceral
one, and suggested whether the al presont
ought oot to be confined to this lar oase.

p :
the Committes may not be able to
ratica % a8 to riport the facts
10 the House unless such il be passed with s view o
fnflict greater pusishmert on ¢ witoesees than
u.et"'m_wmi.th-- suppose the House hne Low the power
to intdict.

Mr. QUITMAN believed that the Speaker made &
L orzect cedision 88 "6 the general charactor of thin bill.
He was oppoeed to this rapid legislation to cover this
spevific core, which effects the privileges of the people
ot the country ae weli ae the wembers of the Howse

Mr. KENNETT proposed that the Lill be sent to
the Committer on Judiciary, with instructions to je=
port it furthwith,

Mr. ORR replied that if Committes cannot compe!

n Apswer to thal estent, the investigatiop must

{ the hill were o referred, it would pot be m

buck in time for the Committee to avall themselves
of ite provisions. He argued t show the ne esaity
Justice of ite immodiate passege, and said the ocouse
iry had the right to know who are the t@o mew
plluded by Mr. Simocton,  He protested nniosl gee-
temen beuwg suspected of wrong, and ye! po safd
cient meavs being affcrded b ascertaio the truilh
these cinve chwges thiough the public press.

Mr. SLANTON did not deliove it esseutial afior the
adoption of the resulution of the Committes, thad
bill shoula be paseed to day or to-morrow,
tec buil 1o be recommitted bask W the Seleet Comavl:
tee 5o that they could return it when toey
propes, anG tLat it be printed so that escs
Lave g0 opportusity to re.d it 4

M. HUMPHKEY MAKSHALL had oo idos that
the Commiitee shivild be thus oversisugtied sod woved
thie the bill Le t o refer v,

Mr. OKR offed a reswluticn, which wad adopted.
that Wa. B. ¥isog, Ulerk 1o the Sergeant-at-Aras,
putbor 2e0 8id dlivcied 10 eaecule i Crdery of e
Howte dwing the shesoce of Mr Giissliwansr, B
gtontar-Arme, J :

Mr. DAVIS Md |, 8 moasber of the Soect “""“‘i
‘ee, =it Uzat Wi Guest 0 % as whether the Houe 91
e ve sy chatro'e thowan in the way of nvestigh
tem, o et s cond olang Henos tie Lmporaass
paastrg the il

r. ORK replied
proceed in their investi

A’ 100 peirt the acticg Bergeart \'-Afln’u.ﬁl“
the Hal wit, Me, Simgeion, the farmer infoming e

{



